T\

BOSTON,MASSACHUSETTS

GLOBE

_ SEP 26 1976
i~ 276,621

( & - 570,834

U 7 0

Approved For Release 2007/07/05 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100020128-1

hV “William Beecher -
. Globe Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON = The Soviet Union, "
even as it spends scarce foreign exchange to:

byuy up millions of tons of grain from the
‘ Lmtea States and other producers, is main-
~ taining massive warreserves of grain inside:
concrete underground bunkers ‘on -the

outskirts of its major cmes. according to
new. mtnlhcrnnce., :

‘.onsxdered ertouchable in peacetxme. 'I‘hey
may not be drawn down, even ir the face of;

poor harvests, heavy gram export commxt— 3

mznis 1o Soviet block countries, or the ne-
cessity of slaughtering livestock for lavL of
adeoua esupnhes of feed 3

ThlS mscoverv -which-has been made

.only over the last few months, is raxsmg
’ouestxona in Washxngton ‘about the serious—
ness with which the Soviet U‘uon appears :
to be making active préparationStor. the'
__Ahn-

possxbxh“y thax. deterrerice mxght faxl and a§
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Others are concerned that, When viewed in thecontext
of & contmumg Soviet buildup of strategic and tactical
forces and extensive civil defense preparations, it might
suggest the Kremlin has decided to get into position to ex-
- ercise;a bolder foreiga'policy, confident that its|stronger

“relative pesition to wage nuclear war \»ouId percuadf- oth-
ers, lo bauc down in, possxble confromahons et

E urces say “that as reccmly as last
: spnng a Ccntral In;elhgence Agency, pro_lecuon of -this

year s. Sovxet wheat ar d corn harv est failed to take account
: uf 1-,ram war reserves

s

“CIA “analysts reportediv said’ they: had no “evidence of
.nge bunkered war Teserves, as opposed o normal operat-
' xng sto. ks kept in grain elevators and open storage.

Souxccs say, howe\«er'thnt CIA Director George Bu»h
- when he was head of fHRTFSTIS on"rﬁssxon in Peking, had
pussed reports from ‘the Cbmese that the Russians were
hoardmg large stocks of grain “for w arlxme purposes. This
was part of a determined Chincse effort to convince the us
l‘nat the Russian threat should be taken more serlous]y. A

Recallmg, such rcports, sources say. Bush dlrected CIA
anal/sls to 13?\8 another look at the Russxan war, stotks B

S Afer: mtervnewmg a number of Russian emigres, the .
(..IA found ore source who provided first-hand knowledge
.and a detax!ed descnptxon.of a‘large underground.‘g“am

S An extenswe review of old teconnais ‘satellite
pholos .was. conducted, turning ‘up. similar. ‘underground
: grain bunkers on the outskirts-of 36 cities throughout the
Soviet Union. Estimated capacity of those bunkers ran into
' themrlhons of tons.-At-that pomt the search of satelme
photos was’ Lermmated ) e a0 L

CA typncal gram bunker is saxd to’ look hke a sohd flexd
of Loncrcte, covering an area equivalent to threelor more
foutball fields, the flat sur{ace marred omy by air \ents

Such storage facrlmes aré said to feature above ground
1.,|am elevators, large heater-dryers, conveyer belts, and
 several large low. warehouses — the whole complex sur- ’
. rounded by barbed wire [ences. Freight cars periodically
" haul .in.fresh grain and take out older gram to guard
agams exlenswesponlage, sources say. -

H FEamen )
- It xs esumated Zhat the 1dentmed undergtound bunkers
, i abouz two million metric tons of grain and the asso-)
< ciated’ wax;ehouses ‘house ‘another four to six mmlon lons.
Sources £ay there is every ‘reason to beheve there are nu-
mcrous s:mxlar facilities not yet pmpomted ThaE
- A ecent book pubhshed by the Center for Ad\ &nced
Internatlonal Studies ‘at -the. Umversxty of Miami, . nt}ed
- War Survnval in Soviet Strategy, T contama some specula~
uon on,war reserves._ el g ]

Rk,

Eanan s TERE AN

i

W e

-
\"“-.




